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To His Royal Highneſs 


THE PRINCE OF WALES. 


A: this awful moment, when, af. 
flicted with one of the greateſt calamities 
that can befal a well- governed nation, 
the people of England anxiouſly fix their 
eyes on your conduct, and hope from 
your prudence to experience at leaſt 
ſome diminution of that grief occaſioned 
by an evil, which, though they muſt 
haſten to remedy 1 it, they cannot but de- 

VVV 8 


* e 
plore, the ſituation of your Royal High- 
neſs muſt be peculiarly delicate and 
painful. Acquainted with the high 
duties of that office with which you are 
ſpeedily to be inveſted, and mortified 
as you muſt feel at the ſucceſsful at- 
tempts made in Parliament to curtail 


you of the prerogatives, without which 


you cannot exerciſe thoſe duties to your 
own ſatisfaction, and the fervice of the 
public, your mind is no doubt in a diſ- 
tracted ſtate; conſcious on the one hand, 
that it is incumbent on you, as the Heir 


Apparent to the throne, which is now 


vacant by the incapacity of the King, to 
comply with the wiſhes of the people, 
and reſtore the third eſtate to the Britiſh 
Conſtitution; and indignantly tempted 
on the other, to ſpurn a ſtation which 


offers 


2 


(2) 
offers you reſponſibility without privi- 
lege, and title without power. 3 
Thus irreſolutely wavering between 
deſire and duty, your Royal | Highneſs 


muſt be naturally impelled to ſeek the 


advice of ſome ſecond perſon, for the 


purpoſe of removing your ſuſpenſe, and 


fixing your determination. Advice, 


however, is rarely communicated with 


willingneſs, even in common life, be- 


cauſe men are apprehenſive of wounding 


the pride of each other by the aſſump- 


tion of any appearance of ſuperiority : 


but from a prince, eſpecially at ſuch a 
driſis as the preſent, it is above all likely 


to be with-held; for the impartial will 


not freely communicate their thoughts, 


from too nice a conception of the deli- 


cacy of the ſubject, and of what uſe is 


the counſel of the intereſted? Puncti- 


B 2 | lios, 


\ 


(4) 
los, however, ought to be violated in 
caſes of ſtrong neceſſity, and to have 
your mind, attached to-your own wiſhes 
but painfully endeavouring to comply 
with the wiſhes of the people, directed 
to a proper point by the fair and the 
candid ſuggeſtions of impartial men, 
cannot be leſs deſirable to your Royal 
Highneſs than ſerviceable to the com- 
monwealth, It is the duty of every Eng- 


liſhman, who is ſolicitous for the ſafe- 


ty and happineſs of this country, to aban- 


don all ſcrupulous delicacy on the pre- 
ſent occaſion, and to open his heart with 
freedom to his Prince. Accuſtomed as 
you muſt be, among other inconvenien- 
. cies attendant on your rank, to no other 
language but that of party, and of in- 
tereſt, and of diſſimulation, the opinion 
of an honeft independent man, who lays 

claim 


1 


claim to your notice from ſincerity and 


not talents, will prove equally novel and 
acceptable; and impreſſed with this 
idea, I ſhall venture to make public my 
ſentiments on the preſent ſtate of affairs, 
and to ſtate the meaſures which your 
| Highneſs ought to proſecute, while the 
crown hangs uſeleſs on your father's 


brow. 


On Thurſday, December 11, 1789, | 
when the time of its previous adjourn- 
ment had elapſed, the Houſe of Com- 
mons aſſembled, and after having taken 
into conſideration the ſtate of his Ma- 
_ Jeſty's health, and diſcuſſed the neceſſity 
of providing ſome meaſure for the exi- 
gency of the moment, Mr. Fox aſſerted 
that a clear and expreſs Right attached 
to your Royal Highneſs, as Heir Appa- 


rent, of full age and capacity to exer- 
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ciſe the royal power, of aſſuming the 

reins of government during the illneſs 
of the King. This idea was warmly 

oppoſed by the preſent Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, who declared it to be 
: nothing leſs than TREASON, and inſiſt- 
ed that you no more poſſeſſed ſuch a 
Right than any other individual ſubject 
of the country. 


Aſſertions ſo oppolite i in their nature, 
and ſo poſitive in their language, made 
on the one hand by the Miniſter of this 

country, and on the other by the leader 
of oppoſition, naturally occaſioned much 
argument, and much aſperity, both 


within and without the walls of Par- 
liament, that was favourable and ad- 

| verſe to each doctrine. To agree, 
with Mr. Fox, that you had a Right to, 
aſſume the reins of government, ap- 
peared 
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peared in the eyes of many a dangerous 
poſition ; while the declaration of Mr. 


Pitt, that ſuch Right exiſted not more 


in favour of you, when no other man 


could with propriety and decency have 


been propoſed, than of any the meaneſt 


fubject in the country, ſtruck. the greater 


part of thoſe men who reſpect and eſ⸗ 


teem the preſent royal N as highly 
flagrant and unjuſt. 

Perhaps this warmth and animoſity 
on each ſide of the queſtion, might : 


have ariſen leſs from a real difference 


of opinion, than from the neglect of 


having defined the proper and preciſe 
meaning which each party affixed to 
the term concerning which they were 


debating. Right, taken in its original 


ſenſe, according to the conception of 
thoſe who contended for the doctrine of 


Mr. 


(3) 
Mr. Pitt, and underſtood as a title and a 
power which exiſt independent of the 
ſanction of Parliament, certainly does 
not belong to you more than to any 
other perſon in the country. But when 
| Right is ſuppoſed to convey the idea of 
a claim, which attaches to you, and of 
Pretenſions which are eminently annexed 
to your ſituation and character, your 
Royal Highneſs has then a clear and un- 
doubted right not to aſſume, — for that 
word includes right taken in its tyran- 
nical ſenſe. but to be ved with the 
title and office of Regent. The word 
Right was afterwards explained as car- 
rying with it this latter meaning, by 
Mr. Fox, who ſtated it as his opinion N 
that you could not exerciſe that Right 
without the ad judication of both Houſes 
of Parliament. 


Here 
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1 
Here the ideas of the leaders of 


the two parties upon the ſubject ſeeni 


to approach ſo cloſe, as to differ only 
in terms; for Mr. Pitt, finding his firſt 


aſſertion reſpecting your right warmly 


combated, had allowed that you had 
pretenſions to the Regency, which be- 
longed to no other ſubject. The differ- 
ence, however, that ſtill remained be- 


tween the two tenets, though hidden, 
was not inconſiderable, for Mr. Fox's 


declaration went on the ſuppoſition that, 


though you had not the power of aſſum« 
ing the Regency, to you and you only 


could it be decreed, while that of Mr. 
Pitt went to the excluſion of you from 


the office if any other perſon was thought 


proper to be held up, whether by ca- | 


price or party, perſonal een or 


madneſs, t 
C - Unjuſt 


( 10 ) 


Unjuſt as ſuch a doctrine may, on A 


ſuperficial view of it, appear, I muſt 
confeſs that I think it cannot but meet 
the approval of every man who would 
wiſh to preſerve the nature of the Bri- 
tiſh conſtitution, and hand down a pre- 
cedent that may prove its ſalvation to 
future ages. Mr. Fox's ideas are ſo juſt, | 
if we have any conſideration in a ſubject 
like this to perſonal juſtice, that it were 
cruel to diſpute them ; butin great pub- 
lic meaſures, we are not always to 1 
conſult perſonal juſtice. The happineſs _ 9 
of princes is ſometimes to be ſacrificed | 
to the welfare of the community and Y 
in the preſent inſtance, though it had BZ 
been villainy to have held up any com- 1 
petitor to your Royal Highneſs, it is 
the ſafeſt doctrine to ſay, that you have 
no more original inherent right than that 
competitor. 


( i ) 
competitor. Vou are allowed to be a 
man of accompliſhments, and of virtue. 
But what a precedent will be delivered 
to future ages, if the doctrine ſo revolt- 
ing, at the firſt bluſh of it, to all 
ideas of juſtice is not admitted! Sup- 
poſe a calamity ſimilar to that which we 
now lament ſhould hereafter befal this 
nation, and that a prince poſſeſſed of 
neither ſenſe nor virtue, ſhould ſtand in 
the peculiar ſituation of your Royal 
Highneſ: $ ; ſuppoſe, notwithſtanding the 
danger of his aſſuming the reins of go- 
vernment, a right were willing by one 
party to b admitted in him, and the 
example of the year 1789 were quoted ; 
as a precedent for their proceedings ; an 
example which having once exiſted, 
could not be departed from without 
conſequences the moſt deſtructive to the 
by tranquillity 
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ie. 2.6 
tranquillity of the country. 1 will not 
paint the diſtracted ſituation of this em- 
pire, I will not deſcribe its feuds and 
animoſities, I will not enter into an an- 
ticipation of a government that would be 
the ſcorn of ſur rounding nations, No: 
I will thank God that he has not ſo far 
neglected this country, as to render it 
probable that ſhe will ever be inyolved 
in ſuch calamities, and to reduce poſte- 
rity to the neceſſity of curſing their 
forefathers, and execrating the miſchie- | 
vous meaſure that would have ſtained 
the annals of hiſtory, and ſubverted that 
conſtitution which was the ſource of all 
their former freedom, all their happi- 
peſs, all their glory! 

Thus far I commend the proceeding 
of our preſent Miniſter, and only wiſh 
that there were no reaſon to ſuſpect 

his 


1 
his motive to have been worſe than his 
meaſure. But I muſt own that from 
the harſh and inſulting tone in which 
he delivered his doctrine, from the per- 
ſonal rudeneſs which he has ever ſhewn 
you, and from his acknowledged haugh- 
tineſs and ambition, —I have ſtrong rea- 
ſon to fear that he meine; if Parlia- 
ment had not fo generally revolted at 
the offenſive and arrogant manner in 
which he delivered his ſentiments re- 
ſpecting Right, to have ſupplanted your 
Royal Highneſs, to have himſelf aſ- 
ſumed, through the means of an elec- 
tion which would have been carried by 
his own majority, the government of 
this country ; and, having once fulfilled 
the lofty hopes of his aſpiring ambition, 
to have obſtructed your tather's return 


either to his ſenſes or the throne. But 


the feelings of Parliament revolting at 


e 
the offenſive and arrogant manner with 
which he delivered his dogma, ſo per- 


ſonally unjuſt to your Royal High- 


neſs, but I confeſs ſo congenial to the 


principles of the conſtitution ; he re- 
ceded with terror from the ſplendid 
hopes of a proud imagination, and pre- 


vented what muſt otherwiſe have hap- 


pened,—a war between the HousE (if 


J may dignify the Miniſter's family by 


ſuch a title) of CHATHAM, and the 
Hovusr of BRUNSSw ICE.“ 

Vet whilſt I thus condemn the Mi- 
niſter's intentions, intentions of which 


from a due conſidcration of his conduct. 


and character I have a right to judge, 


let me not with-hold the pleaſure that 


feel from reflecting on the conſe- 


quences of theſe intentions. When 1 
reflect 
* Theſe 1 with many others contained in this 


pamphlet, I intended to have made in the Houſe, if I had been 
fortunate enough to have caught the Speaker's eye. 


Tots.) 
reflect St they induced him to put 
the queſtion . to the Houſe, whether 
your Highneſs had a right to the Re- 
| gency ? and that it was carried in the 
negative by a conſiderable majority, the 
littleneſs of the motives are loſt in the 
good tendency of the meaſure. 
There i is, however, another meaſure, 
1 the Miniſter has carried. by his 
majority, and iS equally miſchievous in 
its effects, and narrow in its motives; 
I allude to the Reſtrictions on the Re- 
gency. Theſe had been prevented by | 
2 more politic prince than yourſelf, who 
would. have concealed his bad opinion 
of the preſent Miniſtry, and his inten- 
tion of placing confidence in another ſet 
of men. Had this been never known, 
your Highneſs would never have been 
5 maffißel and degraded, by. being tobe d 
of 
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of the rights belonging to an office; of 
which you are expected to exerciſe the 


duties. But it is your fault, as it is that 
of the | whole of Mr. Fox's party, to 
commit an injury to yourſelf by being 
too open and ſincere in the utterance of 
the ſentiments of your heart, and in the 
declaration of your intentions. Mr. 
Pitt's example might have taught your 
Highneſs to conceal all private ſenti- 
ments of perſonal diflike, and to render 
every action ariſing from thoſe ſenti- 
ments more effectual, by veilin g them 
under an appearance of regard for the 
Conſtitution. By what other means hay 
deluded the nation ſo far, that they 
will ſuffer the Prince who is to govern 
them to be deſpoiled of the deareſt 


part of his authorities! What elſe could 


have blinded the eyes even of the moſt 
Ks venal 


J599)7 


venal of his partizans, ſo far as to ex- 
tort their conſent to the paſſing of an 
act, which is in direct violation of all 
Joyalty, all patriotiſm, all public as 
well as private juſtice | 985 

I forbear to enumerite ths ſeveral 
Reſtrictions on your power as Regent, be- 
cauſe, as they have already been reſpec- 
tively diſcuſſed in Parliament, I might 
ſeem to be actuated by a mere deſire of 
extending this Addreſs beyond i its proper 
limits. It will be ſufficient to obferve, 
that all the powers which can enable 
you to reward thoſe who have deſerved 
beſt of the public, and render. you of 
any political conſequence, are denied 
you; and thoſe only granted which are 
neceſſary. for enabling you to exerciſe 


the arduous duties of your office. Pre- 


vented from rewarding public ſervices, 
D- ſurrounded 


4 


Ts 


” 
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furrounded by a gang of ſtate ſpies, who - 


are to afliſt in making a majority in the 


Lords, all your hopes are to be de- 


feated; and whenever your goodneſs of - 


heart tempts you to put any meaſure 
into execution, which from its advan- 


tageous effects appears likely to render 


you popular, your patriotic projects are 
to be cruſhed, You, in ſhort, are to 


have reſponſibility, and Mr. Pitt power; 


that power Which, if not adequate to 


the purpoſe of benefiting the common- 
wealth, ought to have been with-held, as 
has been before obſerved, from the King ; ; 


and which, if neceſſary tobe denied to the 


Regent, certainly ſhould not be ſuffered 
to lie at the diſpoſal of the preſent 
Miniſter, 

When you ſee a conſiderable part of 
that power given to Mr. Pitt, given into 
the 
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( 19 ) 


He han ds of a man, who has always 


treated you with a marked diſreſpe&,— 
the elevated pride which you poſſeſs 
equally with the Miniſter, though of 
a more honeſt and a ſuperior nature, 
muſt naturally feel inflamed at thoſe 
attempts to degrade your Royal High- 


neſs; a degradation which, it has been 


juſtly obſerved in Parliament, 1s only 


inflicted as a revenge for your in- 
tentions of not placing confidence in 
Mr. Pitt, and as a means of prevent- 


ing Mr F ox, when he enters into of- 


fice, from enjoying the fame power of 


performing his duty to the ſatisfaction 
of the public, that has always been poſ- 
ſeſſed by the preſent Miniſter. The re- 
ſentment of the wrong thus offered to 
your dignity, will moſt probably in- 
duce you to reject with ſcorn the title, 
B the 
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you are to be inveſted. A Regent is a 


be performed by him only for the ad- 


while obliged to exerciſe the duties of a a 


may naturally ſuppole, that as the moſt 


( 20 7 
the phantom, the . with Which 


King. The office is the ſame but not 
the title; becauſe the title can be given 
only when the crown is warn 1n conſe- 
quence of the death of the former mo- 
narch, or his expulſion from the throne. 
The duties of a king are expected to 


vantage of the public ; and in order to 
induce him to perform them with 
chearfulneſs and effect, he is indulged 
with conſiderable powers of patzonage 


and prerogative. You ought therefore, 
king, to enjoy the prerogative; and you 
valuable privileges of the office of Re- 


gent are denied merely to favour the 


political geen of the adverſe party, 


(x ) 
a few important powers, ſuch as thoſe 
of making peace and war, &c. are 
granted for the purpoſe of throwing 
you into a ſituation of danger; which, 
as an error in conduct may prove of 
ſuch deſtructive conſequences as to be- 
come a ſufficient plea of expelling you 
from the throne; you will feel eminently 
hazardous, and if 1 may credit my own 
ſuſpicions, and the public rumours, de- 
cline entering. 

Such may be your feelings at this 
moment; but let me adviſe, let me ex- 
hort your Royal Highneſs, as you wiſh 
to preſerve the ſafety and happineſs of 
the people of England, to ſacrifice all 
private conſiderations to-the public good. 
Conſider, that if much authority i is de- 


nied you, ſome i Is granted :—that part; 
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if you refuſe to accept it, will revert to 


the 
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the Miniſter, | who with his 


4 


( 1 1 | ) 
ma ] ority 


conſente :d to give it, and who will then 


* 


be inveſted with. all the powers which, 


though not likely to be exercifed * 


him 1 in his « OWN name, will certainly be 


#- 


exerciſed by him through the medium 


of a Queen or a permanent Council. 


of ab 5.2 5 1 4 
14 


Conſider, that though you may. retire 


from the Regency, 1 the. people at large. 


24 — 


Who act from the honeſt impulſe of 


- 
&# S. 


their feelings, and not from political 


TEL EY 4 9 


principles, « Or that at leaſt the advocates 
of Mr. Fox 8 party, will not ſuffer 


another to accept . It the people at 


By” 


large refuſe to ſubmit to any but their 


0 


- 


lawful ſovercign,—which, during your 
father” 8 incapacity, you are not leſs as a 
Regent than as a King and conſe- 
quently deny the validity of acts and 
ordinances paſſed under any other Re- 


» 


: e 


( 13 7 


"gent ; behold a large body oppoſing the 


executive powers .of government If 
Mr. Fox's party, within doors and 
without, are influenced by the fame 


* 


feelings, what diſtractions, conteſts, 
| feuds, and bloodſhed 
The grounds on which Mr. Pitt "© 
fects to ſuppoſe it neceſſary to ſhackle 
the Regency with Reſtrictions, convey 
reflections injurious either to the idea 
of his Majeſty's s good ſenſe, even when 
in a perfect ſtate of mental ſanity, or 
to your moral character. He ſuppoſes 
the feelings of the King upon ſeeing, 
when he recovers, all the houſehold ſer- 
vants of the crown changed to be highly 
: diſtreſſing. If on his recovery, how 
ever, the King ſhould behold ſuch a 
change, he will naturally attribute it to 
the good intentions | at leaſt of your 


Royal 


24 
Royal Highneſs ; nor can we con- 


ceive him ſo irrational and childiſh 


as to feel diſtreſſed at what he believes 
to originate in a wiſh to ſerve the pub- 


lic; and no man but Mr. Pitt ever ex- 


preſſed a ſuſpicion of your being actu- 


ated, in producing ſuch a change, by 


baſer motives. But who can aſſert 


with perfect confidence, that you ever 


intended to make ſuch a change? Pla- 
ced in the ſituation of a king, during 
vour father's incapacity, and no longer, 
you ought to exerciſe all the royal 


powers. with which he was once in- 


veſted, and which he will aſſume upon 


the removal of his preſent illneſs. 
Should you produce that change, ſhould 
you by virtue of theſe powers produce it 
from any ill intentions, and then render 
his Majeſty on his recovery juſtly of- 

fended 


A "OW 
2 fended at the ſight of the new houſe- 

hold ſervants of the crown,—no great 
miſchief can enſue ; for your deſigns 
may be overturned, and the uneaſineſs 


of the King removed, by his uſing the 


ſame prerogatives which you had exer- 
| ciſed, and recalling into office his old 
ſervants and faithful adherents. 

Of all the miniſter's limitations, none 
is more artful than that which tends to 
deprive you of the power of changing 

the houſehold ſervants of the crown. 


To render the neceſſity of this reſtriction 
the more plauſible, our pity is attempt- 
ed to be excited by a deſcription of his 
Majeſty's feelings, upon recovery, at 
| ſeeing ſuch a change. By this ſtyle of 
argument are the multitude deceived ; 
and if the ſervants of the crown were 


2 mere 


(26 ) 
mere dignified domeſtics of his Majeſty, 


the more diſcerning part of mankind 
might approve the Miniſter's intentions. 
But he muſt be a ſhallow politician who 
does not know, as has been already ob- 
ſerved, that the houſehold ſervants of 
the crown are not private, but political 
ſervants ; and that Mr. Pitt's defire, by 
endeavouring to prevent you from the 
Power of changing them, may be juſtly 
imputed to the narrow motives of po- 
litical cunning, and a deſign of keep- 
ing thoſe ſervants in his intereſt, and 
ſecuring their votes towards a preſerva- 
tion of a majority in the Houſe of 
Lords; a majority by which every in- 
tention of the new adminiſtration, fa- 
voured by your Royal Highneſs, 1s to 
be baffled, and every meaſure over- 
thrown, 


'To 


„ 

To this motive likewiſe, ſo miſ- 
chievous, ſo crafty, and ſo little con- 
nected with the feelings, under which 
it is intended to be concealed, of re- 
gard for his Majeſty's happineſs, are 
we to attribute his Reſtrictions on the 
power of granting peerages 3 nor has he 
given one folid argument, by which he 
has been able in the eyes of reaſon- 
able men to juſtify the meaſure. | | 
The Reſtrictions however it is thought 
Mr. Pitt will ſuffer to laſt for only a li- 
mited period; and under this expectation 
he has deluded many members of both 
Houſes into a conſent to a meaſure 
which they had otherwiſe voted againſt 

with abhorrence. The great object is once 
to carry thoſe Reſtrictions, and when 
the period ſtated in the bill ſhall have 
expired, thoſe Reſtrictions may be pro- 
| E2 poled 
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are to make a part of that majority, be 


ſo loſt to every principle of ſelf-intereſt 
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LW} | 
poſed anew, and will certainly be car- 


ried by the Miniſter's majority in the 
Upper Houſe : nor will the perſons who 


and pride, as to agree to aboliſh the 
two eſſential Reſtrictions : — that by 
which you are prevented from changing 
the ſervants of the houſehold, and which 
would directly ſtrike at the probability 
of their removal from their offices; and 
that which prevents you from making 
peers, and conſequently from cauſing 
in their own eyes, a diminution, by 
adding to the number of members in 
the Lords, of their importance and 
their dignity. Another evil attending 
on theſe Reſtrictions, even though made 
but for a certain time, is, that when the 
period to which they are to extend ſhall 


1 


have 


TWP 

have elapſed, Mr. Fox will not have 
that influence which is neceſſary to ren- 
der all meaſures for the public good 
ſucceſsful ; that, as there is no modera- 
tion in the love or the diſlike which 
we bear to a miniſter, if he is unable 
to render himſelf popular, he will fink 
in the favour of the people, and that 
you may conſequently be obliged, how= 
ever adverſe to your wiſhes, to change 
your adminiſtration; In this cafe; Mr. 
Pitt will again enter office with all the 
advantages of poſſeſſing thoſe powers, 
and that patronage which he has 
hitherto enjoyed, and which will have 
been thus artfully with-held from his 
political adverſary. 
But theſe are not all the diſadvantages 
under which you will be obliged ta 
aflume the Regency, Every trivial 


error 
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error in your private conduct will be 
uafairly ſcrutinized by malignant ſpies. 
You will have no leſs to apprehend 
from ignorance than ability; you will 
not with greater juſtice have cauſe to 
dread the conduct in Parliament of 
Mr. Pitt, than that of Mr. Rolle; a 
man, who, from. a with to render him- 
ſelf an object of public notice, endea- 
vours, by perſonal rudeneſs and inſo- 
lence to your Royal Highneſs, to ob- 
tain that diſtinction which he 1s con- 
ſcious of never being able to acquire 
by the ſtrength of his abilities. 

No good argument can be offered in 
favour of the Reſtrictions. Even grant- 
ing that the powers which are denied 
you were intended to be exerciſed for bad 
purpoſes, ſuch an intention would be 
fruſtrated by the PrzoeLE of this coun- 


try, 


1 
try, who regard every man placed in 
a ſituation of truſt and of authority 


with a jealous eye, and think no regal 
Gtuation ſo ſacred that they cannot, if 
their repreſentatives refuſe the taſk, 
make any act which 1s deſtructive of 
their peace and happineſs a ſufficient 
ground for aſſembling together, and by 
the authority of their o.] NM MAJESTY, 
depriving of his rank and royalty the 
man who has proved that he is not fit 
for his office, or that inſtead of being 
their father, he has become their 
tyrant. 
Under all theſe diſadvantages, and 
theſe dangers, permit me yet to ad- 
viſe your Royal Highneſs to accept 
the Regency. Sacrifice your own feel- 
ings to the teelings of your country ; 
conſider that it is better for you fo 
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poſſeſs | 
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| through the medium of the Queen, may 


dure that their Prince ſhall become 


8 
poſſeſs ſome of the powers of your 
elevated ſituation, than for the preſent 
Miniſter to poſſeſs all ; and that what- 
ever injury that Miniſter, by retaining 


thoſe powers which he does poſſeſs 


make you ſuffer, and whatever evils he 
may bring upon this country, by hav- 
ing cauſed a mutilated and incomplete 
government, the ProPLE of England 
have their eyes on both him and your 


Royal Highneſs. They will not en- 


oſtenſible for the bad actions of ano- 
ther: they will unite in compelling 
that ſubtle politician, who thus deſpoils 
the Regent of his rights, to anſwer for 
whatever evil happens through his 
means to the country: they will glo- 
rity cvery virtuous meaſure which you 


and 


25 7 


5 

and Mr. Fox's adminiſtration endea- 
vour to execute for the ſafety and proſ- 
perity of the empire; and, having been 

taught to conſider from what motives 
the Reſtrictions have been impoſed, 
will view you with a leſs jealous eye 
than the leader of that oppoſition which 
we may expect to behold at leaſt under 
the firſt part of your government, and 
will render the ſituation of Mr. PiTT 
more delicate and more dangerous than 


even that of the PRINCE of WaLEs. 


” Be 2 0 
To prove the truth of the aſſertion (page 25,) reſpecting Mr. 
Pitt's motive for endeavouring to retain in ſervice the officers 
of his Majeſty's houſehold, it may be proper to obſerve, that 
on Friday, the 2gd of this preſent January, 1789, a majority of 
23 carried the queſtion on the ſubje&, in the Houſe of Lords, 


in favour of Mr. Pitt ; and that out of that number no leſs than 
29 were formed of the Houſehold Servants of the Crown. 
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to the PRINCE of WALES, on 

the Reſtrifions. 

« THE proceedings in - Parliament 
„ being now brought to a point, which 
« will render it neceſſary to propoſe 
«to the Houſe of Commons, the 
particular meaſures to be taken for 


« ſupplying the defect of the perſonal 


* exerciſe of the Royal Authority dur- 


ing the preſent interval; and your 
% Royal Highneſs having ſome time 


* ſince ſignified your pleaſure, that any 


communication on this ſubject ſhould 
« be in writing, I take the liberty of 
reſpectfully entreating your Royal 
** Highneſs's permiſſion to ſubmit to 


F 2 * your 


(is 
your conſideration the outlines of the 
plan which his Majeſty's Confidential 
«« Servants humbly conceive (according 
« to the beſt judgment which they are 
« able to form) to be proper to be pro- 


e poſed in the preſent circumſtances. 


„It is their humble opinion, that 
« your Royal Highneſs ſhould be em- 
T powered to exerciſe the Royal Au- 


e thority in the name and on the behalf 
« of his Majeſty, during his Majeſty's 
*« illneſs, and to do all acts which 
os might legally be done by his Ma- 
« jeſty; with proviſions, nevertheleſs, 
* that the care of his Majeſty's royal 
* perſon, and the management of his 
„ Majeſty's houſehold, and the direc- 
*« tion and appointment of the officers 
and ſervants therein, ſhould be in the 
| ueen, under ſuch regulations as 
may be thought neceſſary.— That the 


cc power 


8 
power to be exerciſed by your Royal 
_« Highneſs ſhould not extend to the 


« granting the real or perſonal property 
of the King (except as far as relates 
to the renewal of leaſes), to the grant- 
ing any office in reverſion, or to the 
« granting, for any other term than 
0 during his Majeſty's pleaſure, any 
* penſion, or any office whatever, ex- 
« cept ſuch as muſt by law be granted 
« for life, or during good behaviour, 
<« nor to the granting any rank or dig- 
« nity of the peerage of this realm, to 
any perſon, except his Majeſty's iſſue 
Who ſhall have attained the age of 
« twenty-one years. Theſe are the 
« principal points which have occurred 
to his Majeſty's Miniſters. 
l beg leave to add, that their ideas 
« are formed on the ſuppoſition that his 
* ae illneſs is only temporary, 


« and 


68 

„% and may be of no long duration. 
" It may be difficult to fix before hand 
* the preciſe period for which theſe 
by « proviſi ons ought to laſt; but if unfor- 
" tunately his Majeſty” 8 recovery ſhould 
be protracted to a more diſtant pe- 
„ riod, than there is reaſon at preſent to 
„ imagine, it will be open hereafter 
« to the wiſdom of Parliament, to re- 
5 conſider theſe proviſions, whenever 
ec the circumſtances appear to call 
« for it. 

* If your Royal Highneſs ſhould be 
*« pleaſed to require any further expla- 
nation on the ſubject, and ſhould con- 
«« deſcend to ſignify your orders, that J 
« ſhould have the honour of attending 
your Royal Highneſs for that purpoſe, 
** Df to intimate any other mode 1n 
« which your Royal Highneſs may wiſh 
* to receive ſuch explanation, I ſhall 
« reſpect- 


„ 
« refpetfully wait your Royal 
**.neſs's commands, 


— 


" $0] have the honour to be, 
« With the utmoſt deference and 

« ſubmiſſion, 

in, 
«« Your ROYAL Hicnuxtss's 
_« Moſt dutiful 

And devoted ſervant, 
„ 


* 


Diauning- Siet. : 


T uc/any N. ght, Dec, 30, 1788. 


IIIS 


HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS'S 


"44 


- 


« THE PaIxcE of Warts learns 
« from Mr. Pitt, that the proceedings 


PO 


0 in Parliament are now in a train which 
enables Mr. Pitt, according to the in- 
« timation in his former letter, to com- 
% municate to the Prince the outlines 


* of the plan which his Majeſty's Con- 


« fidential Servants conceive proper to 
* be propoſed in the preſent circum- 


Concerning 


( 4¹ ) 
Concerning the ſteps already taken 
«© by Mr. Pitt, the Prince is ſilent No- 
, thing done by the two Houſes of Par- 
liament can be a proper ſubject of his 
© animadverſion ; but when previouſly 
„ to any diſcuſſion in Parliament, the 
© outlines of a ſcheme of government 
« are ſent for his conſideration, in which 
it is propoſed that he ſhall be perſo- 
oh nally and principally concerned, and 
4 by which the royal authority, and the 
public welfare, may be deeply affet= 
ed, the Prince would be juſtifiable 
a were he to with-hold an explicit de- 
"y « claration of his ſentiments. This ſi- 
£ lence might be conſtrued i into a pre- 
. vious approbation of a plan, the ac- 
compliſhment of which every motive 5 
of duty to his Father and Sovereign, 
as yall. as of regard for the public 
—_— "8 intereſt, 


(a) 


r intereſt, obliges him to conſider as in- 


« 5urious to him. In the ſtate of deep 
« diſtreſs, in which the Prince and the 
„ whole Royal Family were involved, by 
the heavy calamity which has fallen 


1 upon the King, and at a moment when 


* government, deprived of its chief ener- 


64 gy and ſupport, ſeemed peculiarly to 


need the cordial and unitedaid of all de- 
ec *« ſcriptions of good ſubjects, it was not 


5 expected by the Prince, that a plan 
* ſhould be offered to his conſideration, | 


4 by which government was to be ren- 


"vp dered difficult, if not impraQticable, 


in the hands of any perſon intended to 
repreſent Ave: King's authority. — 


much leſs «the hands of his eldeſt fon; 


the 1 FORO of his kingdoms, 
and the perſon moſt bound to the 


«© maintenance of his Majeſty's juſt pre- 
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rogatives and authority, as well as moſt 
46 « intereſted i in the happineſs, the prof- 
«c « perity, and the glory. of the people 'P 


44 The Prince forbears to remark OR 


„ 


44 « the ſeveral parts of. the ſketch of, the 


40 « plan, laid before him; he apprebends 
«it muſt have been formed with ſuffi- 
6 cient deliberation. to preclude the 
50 «« probability of any argument of his 
1 producing an alteration of ſentiment 
in the projectors of it. But he 
0 truſts with confidence to the wiſdom 
- «and Juſtice of Parliament, when the 
whole of the ſubject, and the cir- 
40 cumſtances connected with it, ſhall 
oy come under their deliberation. 
Ale obſerves therefore only gene- 


» o® 


* rally on the heads communicated by 
Mr. Pitt, and it is with deep regret 
40 the Prince makes the Nog that 


Js 


5 44 +1 * ; * ; 9 C f 2 * A's 1 4 'C Cc he 


« he ſees, in the contents of that paper, 


Royal Family from each other; for 
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„the power of animating it by re- 


T of grace, favour, or benignity. 


2 plating this plan, are alſo rendered 
4 ſtill more painful to bim, by ob- 


( 44 ) 


«a. project for producing weakneſs, 
10 diſorder, and inſecurity in every 5 
% branch of the adminiſtration of fe 
« fairs— A project for dividing the 


« ſeparating the Court from the State, 
4 and thereby disjoining Government 


«from its natural and accuſtomed ſup- 
«port. A ſcheme diſconnecting the 


15 authority to command ſervice from 
«ward ; and for allotting to the Prince 
« all the invidious duties of Govern- 


« ment, without the means of ſoftening | 


te them to the public, by any one act 


The Prince 8 feelings on contem- 


6 {exving 


"TW 3 

« ſerving that it is not founded on any 
general principle, but is calculated to 
« infuſe. jealouſies and diſtruft (Wholly 
6 groundleſs he truſts) in that quarter, 
«« whoſe confidence it will ever be the 
66 firſt pride. of his life to merit and 
obtain. With regard to the motive 
« and object of the Limitations and Re- 
«« ſtrictions propoſed, the Prince can 
have but little to obſerve. No light 
« or information is afforded him by his 
IF Majeſty” 8 Miniſters on thoſe points. 
6 They have informed him what the 
od powers are, which they mean to 
2 22 uſe him, not rohy they are > with= 
«held. 
* K. Prince, Se holding as 
he does, that it is an undoubted and 
„fundamental principle of this conſti- 
e tution, that the powers and preroga- | 


* tives | of the Crown are veſted there, 


$6 as 


646) 


L as a truſt for the benefit of the people, 
7 and that they are ſacred only, as they 
are neceſſary to the preſervation: of that 
power and balance of the conſtitution, 
* which experience has proved to be 
the true ſecurity of the liberty « of the | 
mn ſubject, muſt be allowed to obſerve, 
* that the plea of public utility ought 
to be: ſtrong, | manifeſt, and urgent, 
„ which calls for the extinction or ſuſ- 
*« penſion of any one of thoſe eſſential 
rights in the ſupreme power or its 
$6, e ends or which can juſtify . 
the Prince i in conſenting, that in his 
«6 perſon, an experiment ſhall be made 
eto aſcertain with how ſmall a portion 
of the kingly power, the executive 
government of this tountry may be 
carried on. RR. 
he Prince has only to OY FO 
75 if ſecurity for his Majeſty's, re- 

is E poſſeſſing F 


—— — EE N 


(4) 


ec. « Poſe bg His rightful $6vithinient] 
« whenever it ſhall pleaſe Providence 
jn bounty to this country, to remove 
«the calamity with which he is af- 
« flicted, be any part of the object of 
« this plan, the Prince has only to be 
46 convinced5"that any meaſure is ne- 
» ceſſary, or even conducive to that 
end, to be the firſt to urge it as the 
preliminary and permanent conſidera- 
tion of any ſettlement in which he 
could confent to ſhare,” 
If attention to what it is preſumed 
+ muſt be his Majeſty's feelings and 
« wiſhes on the happy day of his reco- 
very be the object, the Prince ex- 
preſſes his firm conviction, © that no 
event would be more repugnant to 
* the feelings of his Royal Father, than 
© the knowledge that the government 
« of 1 Son and repreſentative had ex- 
FR 1 hibited 


(48) 


t hibited the ſoverei gn power of the 
*« realm in a ſtate of degradation, of 


er. 
> = 


e curtailed authority, and diminiſhed 
2 er . ſtate, hurtful in practice 
to the proſperity and good govern- 
* ment of his people, and jurious in 


SCORLE 
« its precedent to the, ſee 


*© narch, and the rights of 1s family. 

Upon that part of the plan which 
* regards the King's real and perſonal 6 
property, the Prince feels himſelf 3 | 
« compelled to remark, that it was not YT 
«* neceflary for Mr. Pitt, nor yet pro- 
per to ſuggeſt to the Prince the 1 
«« ſtraint he propoſes againſt the Prince' 8 
“granting away the King 8 real or = 
«« perſonal „ nf wid feng © | 

„The Prince does not conceive, Ii 
that, during the King's life, he is; 
© by law, entitled to make any ſuch 
grant; and he is ſure that he has 


« never 


E 
never ſhewn the ſmalleſt inclination 
to poſſeſs any ſuch power. But it 
* remains with Mr. Pitt to conſidef 
the eventual intereſts of the Royal. 
Family, ind to provide a proper and 
„ natural ſceurity againſt the miſma- 
« nagement of them in others. 
„The Prince has diſcharged an in- 
Sh diſpenſible duty in thus giving his 
free opinion on the plan ſubmitted 
N his conſideration. _ 

© This conviction of the evils which 
may ariſe to the King's intereſts, t 
© the peace and happineſs of Gy 
Royal Family, and to the ſafety and 
welfare of the nation, from the go- 
vernment of the country remaining 
longer in its preſent maimed and de- 
* hilitated- ſtate, outweighs, in the 
* Prince's mind, every other corifi- 
+ deration, and will determine him 


H * to 


„ 
to undertake the painful truſt im- 
<« poſed upon him by the preſent 
« melancholy neceſſity (which of all 
« the King's ſubjects he deplores 
c the moſt) in full confidence, that the 
« affection and loyalty to the King, the 
© experienced attachment to the Houſe 
* of Brunſwick, and the generoſity 
„which has always diſtinguiſhed this 
nation, will carry him through the 
many difficulties, inſeparable from 
this moſt critical ſituation, with com- 
&« fort to himſelf, with honour to the 
King, and with advantage to the 
public.“ TP 
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